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        Welcome to Ancient, Medieval and Early Modern Studies at the University of Melbourne.
This is an interdisciplinary and interdepartmental programme, offering a range of courses in these areas in a series of undergraduate majors, graduate coursework programmes and research degrees. Some courses allow you to combine subjects from different Schools in the Faculty of Arts and selected subjects from the Faculties of Music and Architecture, Building and Planning.
If you are interested in undertaking a research degree (MA or PhD), please contact staff in the relevant School.

    
    

    
 
    Study Areas

     
    
 
                
        	
            
            Undergraduate Study
 
             
            The Ancient, Medieval and Early Modern Studies program allows students to shape their subject choices according to an historical period as well as an academic discipline.

             
            
                    
	
            
            Graduate Coursework
 
             
            The graduate program in Ancient, Medieval and Early Modern Studies is an inter-departmental program jointly offered by several Schools of the Faculty of Arts, each respected for its outstanding scholarship and particular strengths in this area of study.

             
            
                    
	
            
            Graduate Research
 
             
            Masters by Research and Doctor of Philosophy – Arts

             
            
                    


    



    

    
        News and Events
There are many discussion groups, seminars and conferences in these fields.
To receive news about forthcoming events as well as updates to this web site, Follow us on Facebook.


    
    
  
    Middle English Reading Group

    	The next meeting of the Middle English Reading Group will be online via Zoom at 11:00 on Monday 15 April, continuing Robert Henryson’s 'Testament of Cresseid' from line 196.

    



  
    Triumphal Petitions of the Second Punic War: A Reappraisal of Livy’s Triumphal Narrative

    	A paper by Christopher Dart, University of Melbourne, for the Ancient World Seminar at 1:00 on Monday 15 April in Arts West North Wing 556 and via Zoom.

    
  


  
    Pre-existence in Renaissance Florence: Ficinian Perspectives on the Origins of the Soul

    	A paper by Dr Lana Stephens, Australian Catholic University, for the Early Modern Circle at 6:15 on Monday 15 April in Room 253, Arts West.

    
  


  
    Old French Reading Group

    	The next meeting of the Old French Reading Group will be online via Zoom at 4:30 on Monday 22 April, commencing 'Le Roman de Silence'.

    
  
  

  
    Medieval Legal Genealogies in Colonial Australia: Robert Torrens and the Historicity of Title by Registration

    	A paper by Clare Davidson, Australian Catholic University, for the Medieval Round Table at 6:15 on Monday 6 May.

    
  
  

  
    Byzantine Greek Reading Group

    	The next meeting of the Byzantine Greek Reading Group will be on a date to be advised.
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                    Staff are responsible for graduate coursework admissions and can help you choose subjects to constitute a major in these areas of study. For details of available courses and areas of study please see the Undergraduate and Graduate coursework web pages.
Jaynie Anderson (Culture and Communication)
 Art history in the early modern period from the Middle Ages to the eighteenth century, with a special interest in the Renaissance in Venice. The history of conservation, patronage and twentieth-century Australian art.
Find an Expert profile 
Email: jaynie@unimelb.edu.au
Matthew Champion (Historical and Philosophical Studies)
Matthew's research focuses on how time was made, perceived and experienced from the thirteenth to the seventeenth centuries.  His research is supported by two Australian Research Council grants: a Discovery Early Career Researcher Award ‘The Sounds of Time ’, and a Discovery Project ‘Albrecht Dürer’s Material World’ in collaboration with colleagues in Melbourne, Manchester and Heidelberg.
Find an Expert profile 
Email: mscha@unimelb.edu.au
Kim On Chong-Gossard (Historical and Philosophical Studies)
 Greek tragedy, specifically the gendered use of language in Euripides. Other interests include gender theory, Senecan drama, Roman prosopography and Latin pedagogy.
Find an Expert profile
Email:  koc@unimelb.edu.au

            



Justin Clemens (Culture and Communication)
Primary interest: psychoanalysis.  Recent books include Limericks, Philosophical and Literary (Surpllus 2019), and the edited collections What is Education? (Edinburgh University Press 2017) with A.J. Bartlett, and The Afterlives of Georges Perec (Edinburgh University Press 2017) with Rowan Wilken.  In addition to his scholarly work, he is well-known nationally as a commentator on Australian art and literature, and his essays and reviews have appeared in The Age, The Australian, The Monthly, Meanjin, Overland, Arena Magazine, TEXT, Un Magazine, Discipline, The Sydney Review of Books, and many others.  With Thomas H. Ford, he is currently working on a monograph about the colonial judge Barron Field. 
Find an Expert profile
Email: jclemens@unimelb.edu.au
Brent Davis (Historical and Philosophical Studies)
Ancient Egyptian, Bronze Age Aegean and Philistine archaeology and art; languages and scripts of the ancient eastern Mediterranean, especially Egyptian hieroglyphs and the pre-alphabetic scripts of the Aegean and Cyprus; ancient Egyptian literature.
Find an Expert profile
Email: bedavis@unimelb.edu.au
Véronique Duché (Languages and Linguistics)
Sixteenth-century French literature, in particular fictional works published between 1525 and 1557; chivalry novels; theoretical problems and issues concerning genre (Middle Ages and Renaissance); translation into French.
Find an Expert profile
Email:  veronique.duche@ unimelb.edu.au 
Anne Dunlop (Culture and Communication)
 Art and culture of medieval and early-modern Italy and Europe; links between Italy and Asia in time of the Mongol Empire; early secular art.
Find an Expert profile 
Email: anne.dunlop@unimelb.edu.au
Mark Erdmann (Culture and Communication)
Mark Erdmann is a Lecturer in Art History.  Mark specializes in Japanese pre-modern architecture, particularly of the fifteenth to seventeenth centuries, and the intersection of space, painting, carpentry, and power.  His research focuses on castles, warrior elite residences, palaces, as well as the Jesuit mission in Japan and their impact on visual culture. 
Find an Expert profile 
Email: merdmann@unimelb.edu.au
Russell Goulbourne (Languages and Linguistics)
Primary interest: literature in French.
 Find an Expert profile
Russell is the Dean of the Faculty of Arts.  He has published and taught extensively on major figures in French intellectual culture of the 17th and 18th centuries, including Voltaire, Diderot and Rousseau.  His research interests include the history of the book and textual editing and reception of Classical Antiquity in Early Modern France. 
Email: russell.goulbourne@unimelb.edu.au
Louise Hitchcock (Historical and Philosophical Studies)
Aegean Bronze Age archaeology and architecture (Minoan Crete, Mycenaean Greece and the Cyclades). Archaeological theory: especially contextual and spatial analysis, structuration and agency, complex society, gender, critical theory, cultural diversity, landscape, ethnicity, the politics of the past, ethics and the transmission of culture. Cypriot archaeology. Israelite and Philistine architecture.
Find an Expert profile
Email: lahi@unimelb.edu.au
Andrew Jamieson (Historical and Philosophical Studies)
Archaeology of the ancient Near East and Egypt, the conservation and interpretation of archaeological sites, ethno-archaeological research, high temperature industries and the study of ceramics.
Find an Expert profile
Email: asj@unimelb.edu.au
Hyun Jin Kim (Historical and Philosophical Studies)
Greek history (Herodotus); Greek ethnography; Greeks and Barbarians; Romans and Barbarians in Late Antiquity; Comparative history (Greece and China).
Find an Expert profile
Email: kim.h@unimelb.edu.au
Stephen Knight (Culture and Communication)
Professorial Fellow. Areas of expertise include English literature, Medieval literature, cultural studies, crime fiction, King Arthur, Robin Hood and Australian matters.
Find an Expert profile
Email: stephen.knight@unimelb.edu.au
Stephen Kolsky (Language and Linguistics)
Medieval and Renaissance studies, with a particular interest in Renaissance theories of behaviour, especially Castiglione and Della Casa; theories of gender in the early modern period; the culture of the northern Italian courts in the 15th and 16th centuries; 20th-century Italian literature, especially drama and narrative.
Find an Expert profile
Email: sdkolsky@unimelb.edu.au
Catherine Kovesi (Historical and Philosophical Studies)
Research interest in luxury and consumption in Renaissance Italy; Florentine family and political life; the Tuscan contado.
Find an Expert profile
Email: c.kovesi@unimelb.edu.au
Miles Lewis (Architecture)
Mediterranean and European architecture and building from the pre-classical to the eighteenth century.
Find an Expert profile
Email: milesbl@unimelb.edu.au
Elizabeth Malcolm (Historical and Philosophical Studies)
Late medieval and early modern Ireland: war, crime and violence; women; medicine and disease; drink.
Find an Expert profile
Email: e.malcolm@unimelb.edu.au
Chris Marshall (Culture and Communication)
Renaissance, Baroque and contemporary art; art curatorship, collecting and the art market; and the history and philosophy of museums.
Find an Expert profile
Email: crmars@unimelb.edu.au
Matthew Martin (Culture and Communication)
Matthew's research interests include: Eighteenth-century European Decorative arts; the historiography of the decorative arts and their display in museums; the cultural aesthetics of eighteenth-century European porcelain and the medium's connections to the European alchemical tradition; the Early Modern domestic interior; Chinoiserie and Japonisme; collecting and patronage amongst seventeenth and eighteenth-century recusant elites; Jacobite material culture. 
Find an Expert profile
Email: mmartin1@unimelb.edu.au
David McInnis (Culture and Communication)
Shakespeare and Early Modern Drama.
Find an Expert profile 
Email: mcinnisd@unimelb.edu.au
Peter McPhee (Historical and Philosophical Studies)
Primary interest: history of modern France.  Peter has published widely on the history of modern France, notably A Social History of France 1780-1880 (London, 1992), Revolution and Environment in Southern France, 1780-1830 (Oxford, 1999), Living The French Revolution 1789-1799 (Basingstoke, 2006), and Robespierre: a Revolutionary Life (2012).  In 1999 he published a biography of the former Chancellor Roy Douglas ('Pansy') Wright.  His most recent book is Liberty or Death: The French Revolution (2016).
Find an Expert profile 
Email: p.mcphee@unimelb.edu.au
Peter Otto (Culture and Communication)
Romanticism; Romanticism and contemporary culture; Gothic fictions; William Blake; virtual reality; literary/cultural theory; multimedia.
Find an Expert profile
Email: peterjo@unimelb.edu.au
Ron Ridley (Historical and Philosophical Studies)
History of the preclassical and classical world (especially Egypt and Rome); history of archaeology (especially Egypt and Rome); history of historical writing.
Find an Expert profile
Email: r.ridley@unimelb.edu.au
Andrea Rizzi (Languages and Linguistics, Italian Studies)
Political implications of translation in the Italian and European Renaissance and the role played by the early modern translator in the successful communication of political propaganda. Translation history, Humanism and the northern courts of fifteenth-century Italy (Milan, Ferrara, Venice, Mantua and Rimini).
Find an Expert profile
Email: arizzi@unimelb.edu.au
Jenny Spinks (Historical and Philosophical Studies)
Religious identity and printing/book cultures in early modern Germany, France and the Low Countries. The history of polemical print, wonders and disasters, the supernatural and European encounters with non-European religious rituals in the sixteenth century.
Find an Expert profile
Email: jspinks@unimelb.edu.au
Stephanie Trigg (Culture and Communication) 
Chaucer; fourteenth- and fifteenth-century English literature; medievalism.
 Find an Expert profile
Email: sjtrigg@unimelb.edu.au
Clara Tuite (Culture and Communication)
Romanticism; eighteenth- and nineteenth-century literature and cultural history; history of sexualities; Regency public culture; historical fiction; the literary institution; nineteenth-century aestheticism; literary hedonisms.
Find an Expert profile
Email: clarat@unimelb.edu.au
Frederik Vervaet (Historical and Philosophical Studies)
Roman history; political and institutional history of the Republic and the Early Empire; Roman public law; prosopography of the Senate.
Find an Expert profile
Email: fvervaet@unimelb.edu.au
Gerhard Wiesenfeldt (Historical and Philosophical Studies)
Primary interest: Early Modern empiricism.  1995-1998 Research Associate at the Institute for the History of Science, Mathematics and Engineering, University of Hamburg; 1999-2001 Postdoctoral Fellow at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science in the independent junior research group "Experimental History of Science" under the direction of H. Otto Sibum; 2000-2003 Secretary of the German Society for the History of Medicine, Science and Technology. 
Find an Expert profile 
Email: gerhardw@unimelb.edu.au
Charles Zika (Historical and Philosophical Studies)
 Late medieval and early modern Europe, especially the societies of northern Europe and German-speaking regions: emotions, sacred space and pilgrimage; emotions of rejection/exclusion and religious community; responses to disaster; the European witch-hunt and images of witchcraft; visual images, power and propaganda.
Find an Expert profile
Email:  c.zika@unimelb.edu.au








    
    

    
 
    
 
                
        	
            
            University Research Activities
 
             
            
                    
	
            
            Late Medieval and Early Modern Studies
 
             
            
                    
	
            
            ARC Centre of Excellence for the History of Emotions
 
             
            The ARC Centre of Excellence for the History of Emotions uses historical knowledge from Europe, 1100-1800, to understand the long history of emotional behaviours

             
            
                    
	
            
            Evellum: Medieval Manuscripts in the Modern World
 
             
            Digital facsimiles, editions and pedagogical tools.
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The following seminars and reading groups are available to all interested students, academics and independent scholars. The links lead to details of programmes, contacts and venues.
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                    Ancient World Seminar
Byzantine Greek Reading Group
Classical Latin Reading Group: Contact Andrew Turner ajturner@unimelb.edu.au
Cohort - Student Discussion Group
Early Modern Circle
Medieval Latin Reading Group
Medieval Round Table
Med/Ren Art Forum
Contact: Adam Bushby adambushby@hotmail.com 
 Professor Anne Dunlop anne.dunlop@unimelb.edu.au
Time: Second Monday of each month during semester at 6pm
Location: Location varies but typically Room 202, John Medley (Building 191)
Middle English Reading Group
Old French Reading Group 
Septuagint Greek Reading Group
The Septuagint Reading group will continue to meet in first Semester 2020.  The next meeting will be at two alternative times on Mondays: 11:00-12:00 and 2:15-3:15.  And the next available day will be 9 March 2020, which is not a University holiday.  If possible, a single time slot would be preferable.  The location will be Meeting Room 502 in the lobby of the west wing of Arts West building on the main campus of the University of Melbourne.
The Group(s)will continue reading the Greek book of Genesis from chapter 24, verse 37. Those who already have the downloaded Greek texts of chapters 21-30 should bring their text with them. Additional copies of the text will be available at the meeting.
Membership of the Reading Group is voluntary and is open to those who have studied ancient Greek (Classical or Biblical) for one year or more. (Anyone who would like to audit would be welcome to try out the Group). Potential new readers should reply by email to Mr Darryl Palmer at d.palmer@unimelb.edu.au.

            











    
    

    
 
    
 
                
        	
            
            antiTHESIS Forum: Once and Future Medievalism
 
             
            antiTHESIS is a fully refereed journal of contemporary theory, criticism and culture, and Australia's longest-running interdisciplinary postgraduate journal. It is produced by graduates in the Department of English with Cultural Studies and Creative Writing at the University of Melbourne.

             
            
                    
	
            
            ANZAMEMS - The Australian and New Zealand Association for Medieval and Early Modern Studies
 
             
            
                    
	
            
            E-MAJ Electronic Melbourne Art Journal
 
             
            emaj (electronic Melbourne art journal) is the only online, refereed art history journal published in Australia.

             
            
                    


    





     

     

	      
        




            
            




            
        

        


    







    



